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January-February 2015

WAVE is the only European network focusing solely on the elimination of violence against women

and children. We hope that you will join us in supporting our work and take part in advocating for the

human rights of women throughout Europe and worldwide!

As of January 2015, the WAVE newsletter has become a bi-monthly edition, published every

second month.  In this newsletter,  you will find WAVE Network news as well as information about

events taking place on a European level and new publications in the field of violence against women

and gender equality.

Support WAVE's Public Presence and Outreach

In  addition to  lobbying,  attending  conference,  as  well  as  conducting  press  work  and  regularly

disseminating information, in the last few years, WAVE has been focusing on social media as a way to

get  out  the message and promote involvement  of  others in the women's rights movement.  If  you

haven't already done so, please become a friend of WAVE [2] and like our page [3] and spread the

word to others! Thank you for your support!

On 24 May 2014, WAVE adopted the new status of formal network, by becoming its own legal

entity.  We would like to thank all the Focal Points for  their  wonderful work,  and for  their

support in taking this new important step into the WAVE history!

All the best from the WAVE team in Vienna!
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WAVE NEWS

WAVE Annual Report now online!

The WAVE Annual  Report  2014  is  out!  The report  looks  at  accomplished

activities,  events,  conferences  and  projects,  covering  the  period  from

January to December 2014. Last year brought successes but also challenges.

Milestones of the year 2014 have included WAVE's formalization in May and the

celebration of its 20th Anniversary in Vienna in November. It has been a year of

challenges  for  many  of  our  Focal  Points,  who have faced important  political

backlashes  and  financial  difficulties  all  over  Europe.  One  important

accomplishment, dear to us, was the coming into force of the Council of Europe

Convention  on  Preventing  and  Combating  Violence  against  Women,  and

Domestic Violence [4] (Istanbul Convention) on August 1st, 2014. Throughout the year,  the WAVE

Network maintained a particular focus on the promotion of the Istanbul Convention, on strengthening

and supporting all the women's organizations that are part of the network, on developing the work in

the field of  combating violence against  migrant  and undocumented migrant  women,  improving the

health sector's response to VAW, and on increasing the quality and quantity of service provision in

Europe. We would like to express our warmest gratitude to all our donors and supporters, and also

to all the WAVE Focal Points and experts for their support to the WAVE team! To access the WAVE

Annual Report 2014, click here [5].

In Armenia, Social Media for Women's Rights

WAVE Focal Point  in Armenia Women's Right Center [6]  has recently released two new social

media videos, and a short film called "No to Domestic Violence". Through their social media channels

the Women's Right Center aims to throw the light on the issue of domestic violence, and increase

society's awareness of violence against women generally, and domestic violence in particular. These

short videos are very significant in terms of breaking the silence on violence against women, and

encouraging society to take responsibility for  ending it.  In addition,  they play an important role in

changing society's attitude and mindset towards the widespread issue of domestic violence. Access

the videos developed by the Women's Right Center on YouTube; Domestic Violence Breaks Your

Image in Your Child's Perception [7] (1:04) Human Indifference Supports Domestic Violence

[8] (1:02); No to domestic violence [9](14:48)

Happy Valentine's Day, or was it?

On the occasion of 14th February, in recognition of all the women

who have been or may still be victims of violence and abuse, a

collective group of service-users from the Havenway created a

stunning  Valentine's  Day  art,  displayed  in  their  charity  shop

window. The Havenway is a project established by The Haven

Wolverhampton [10], to give women that have experienced or

still  are  experiencing  Domestic  Violence  and  Abuse  the

opportunity to have a voice again,  to get  more involved in our

work and to participate in training courses to support them into
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finding work or going to College or University. The display consisted of male and female mannequins.

The male, wearing his heart on the outside portrays his want for the woman in his life to know how

much he loves her, how much he wants her to trust him. The book that sits at his feet includes quotes

that have been collected from women who are in refuge accommodation and who were asked "If

they had their ideal partner what would they ask of him?" They asked for kindness, consideration, to

be loved and cherished, to be listened to. No one asked for lavish gifts, just a need for respect and

love. The heart of the female mannequin depicts the pain of her past; a heart that has been broken

into too many pieces, yet with the love her partner shows it is finally being healed and restored. The

central hearts complement the display and symbolize the epitome of Valentine's Day and love. With

this as a backdrop,  March will see The Haven celebrating its  annual Empurple campaign (week

commencing 8th March) where it  asks supporters to 'do purple', in recognition of the international

colour of Domestic Abuse Awareness.

The 25th edition of the FEMPOWER magazine available for download

Published in January 2015, the 25th issue of Fempower focuses on "Integrated

and  survivor-oriented  approaches  in  the  work  with  perpetrators  of

gender-based  violence  -  Good  practices,  gaps  and  challenges",  with

contributions from authors in five European countries.

The issue includes the following articles: 'The European Network for Work with

Perpetrators'  by  Vanessa  Depeyre  (Austria);  ''Promising'  Perpetrator

Interventions  and  how they  work  to  interrupt  the  Pathways  to  Violence'  by

Sarah-Jane Lilley  and Marianne Hester  (United  Kingdom);  'Development  and

Evaluation of Programmes for Perpetrators of Domestic Violence'  by Pascale

Franck (Belgium); 'Key Challenges in working with Perpetrators - Aspacia's experience'  by Luisa

Nieto, Estefania Sanchez and Virginia Gil (Spain);  'Working with Perpetrators to Prevent Violence

against Women -  The example of  "TONI"'  by Andrea Stolte and Ulrike Janz (Germany);  and 'A

Feminist Approach to Perpetrator Programmes in Ireland - Experiences and lessons learned'  by

Don Hennessy (Ireland).  The Fempower magazine is the WAVE network's information periodical.

Written by and for professionals working in the field of combating violence against women, it  is a

comprehensive  communication  and  information  channel  within  and  beyond  the  WAVE  network.

Download the Fempower n.25 [11].

WAVE European Statistics 2014

The new WAVE European Statistics for the year 2014 are fresh out of the oven! The European

Statistics are compiled on a yearly basis, based on findings from the annual WAVE Country Report.

A compilation of  the information gathered for  the  soon-to-be-published WAVE Report  2014,  the

statistics  provide  information  on women's  services  across  Europe,  including  national  women's

helplines and women's shelters,  as well as users'  statistics and funding for  specialized women's

support  services.  They aim to provide an overview of  the situation of  specialized women support

services in 46 European countries, and can be used to conduct lobbying at the national, regional and

international levels, with the aim to foster the human right of all women to live lives free from violence.

To access the 14 different WAVE Fact sheets, visit the WAVE website [12].

Coordinated Efforts: Toward new European standards in protection of Women from

Gender-Based Violence

Launched in 2012 and carried out in cooperation with WAVE Focal

Points from The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia,

Bosnia  and Herzegovina,  Croatia,  Slovenia  and Montenegro,  the

project Coordinated Efforts: Toward new European standards

in protection of Women from Gender-Based Violence [13] aims

to  strengthen the  role  and the  capacities  of  women CSOs and

networks. The overall objective is to contribute to the establishment

of comprehensive legal and policy measures for the protection from

gender-based violence in the Western Balkans, as condition for the
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realization of democracy, human rights and social inclusion, and harmonization with EU values. One

specific objective of the project is to increase the capacities of women's organizations and networks

in four  Western Balkan countries  to  conduct  analyses,  monitoring  and  advocacy  in the  field  of

protection of  women from gender  based  violence,  through long-term regional  cooperation and

learning from EU experiences, with the aim to increase public awareness and change attitudes of

public authorities and officials. Partner organizations should become strong partners of the European

Commission in the promotion of fundamental European Union values, among which the right to live

free from violence.

Actions ahead of the 3rd World Conference of Women's Shelters

Another 8 months till the launch of the World Conference in The Hague [14], and

the organization of the conference is already going strong. The organizers are

busy raising funds for  the conference and for  a scholarship to cover  costs of

participants that need financial support. Some actions that will take place in the

next  weeks:  Text  Messaging campaign  -  launched in March to collect  small

donations by sending a text message on your mobile phone and on the WCWS

website; The red heart jewelry collection - Red hearts are sold to support both

the 3rd WCWS and the women of SeeMe in Tunisia, a fair trade luxury goods

company that aims to support female survivors of violence by providing them with

sustainable jobs;  half  of  what  is paid for  the heart  jewelry is a donation to the 3rd WCWS. The

collection will be extended to bracelets that will be sold €15 each, and a worldwide social media

campaign to promote the red heart jewelry collection will be launched in March – for more information

and orders:, click here [15] ; Adopt a country - potential sponsors of the conference will be asked

to adopt  a country.  In this way,  corporations and foundations will be asked to financially support

delegates from a specific country that would like to participate in the conference. To make the 3rd

WCWS successful,  financial support is essential to ensure participation from all around the world.

Your support and your suggestions for potential donors are most welcome! To discuss sponsorship

opportunities please contact Claudy te Boome [16].

International News

The FEMM Committee's

written Declaration on

Establishing a European Year

on Combating Violence against

Women

On the 9th of February 2015, the

Committee for Women's Rights and

Equal Opportunities (FEMM) [17]

has submitted a Written

Declaration on Establishing a

European Year on Combating

Violence against Women, which

will be addressed to the European

Commission in Brussels. Because

violence against women is 'a major

obstacle to gender equality and [...]

one of the most widespread human

rights violations, knowing no

geographical, financial, cultural or

social barriers', the FEMM

Committee calls upon the

Commission to establish in 2016 a

European Year on Combating

Violence against Women. The

OSCE Decision no. 7/14 on

Preventing and Combating

Violence against Women

The OSCE Forum adopted on the

5th of December 2014, the

Decision no. 7/14 on Preventing

and Combating Violence against

Women. The Decision stresses the

persistence of violence against

women as one of the most

pervasive human rights violations in

the OSCE area, and calls on

member states to take vigorous

measures in preventing and

combating VAW, as well as to

develop comprehensive database

and statistics regarding all forms of

VAW. Furthermore, the Ministerial

Council reaffirms the responsibility

of states to prevent VAW by

developing programmes to work

with perpetrators or provide specific

treatment, counselling and training

courses targeted at victims of

Slovenia becomes the

16th country to ratify

the Istanbul

Convention!

IOn 5th February 2015,

Slovenia joined the list of

Member States of the

Council of Europe that

have ratified the Council of

Europe Convention on

Preventing and Combating

Violence against Women,

and Domestic Violence [4],

or Istanbul Convention.

Coming into force on 1st

August last year, the

convention represents an

important step in the fight

against all forms of

violence against women in

Europe, including physical

and psychological violence,

stalking, sexual

harassment, sexual
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Declaration emphasizes the severe

issue that violence against women

still represents, with one out of three

women in the European Union being

a victim of sexual and/or physical

violence. Submitted on the 9th of

May 2015, the Declaration had been

signed by 115 signatories by the

23rd of February 2015. The Written

Declaration is available in different

EU languages including English [18],

French [19], German [20] and

Spanish [21] from the European

Parliament website.

violence, and to address existing

negative stereotypes and

prejudices. Lastly, the Decision

highlights the need to protect

women, by promoting programmes

that empower and support women,

and expand an adequate information

system that informs women on

available legal measures and

support services such as crisis

centres, shelters or other relevant

structures. Read the OSCE Decision

no.7/14 [22]

violence and rape. With a

strong focus on preventing

violence against women

and domestic violence, on

protecting all victims of

violence and providing

them with specialized

support, and on

prosecuting and punishing

perpetrators of such

crimes, the convention is a

legally binding instrument

that compels the ratifying

states to take drastic

measures to prevent and

combat violence against

women and domestic

violence. 

New Research & Publications

Beijing+20: The 4th Review of the Implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action

in the EU Member States - Report, EIGE 2015

The Beijing Platform for Action (BPfA) was adopted in 1995 at the occasion of

the Fourth United Nations World Conference on Women, and 2015 marks its 20th

anniversary.  At  this occasion,  the European Institute for  Gender  Equality [23]

(EIGE) has recently published (January 2015) the "Beijing+20: The 4th Review

of the Implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action in the EU Member

States - Report". Based on data collection and primary analysis conducted by a

team of  experts  including  WAVE,  the  report  provides  an assessment  of  the

progress made by the European Union (EU) in the area of gender equality since

the last review, dating back to 2010, looking at key trends in the EU and its 28

Member States in the period 2007-12, and highlighting the areas where progress has been made

and where challenges remain. Among the different areas of the BPfA reviewed in the report, Area D

on Violence against Women assesses the developments in the field of preventing and combating

violence against women, and protecting women survivors including through service provision. Access

the 2015 EIGE Beijing+20 Report [24]

Due Diligence Framework and Regional Reports now available

The Due Diligence Project [25] has recently developed the Due Diligence

Framework  on  State  Accountability  to  eliminate  Violence  against

Women (VAW).  The Framework  is  supported  by  guiding  principles  and

aims at  facilitating  information analyses and increase accountability.  The

report  spells  out  the  important  advances  made  globally  and  regionally

through the norms and standards in the area of violence against women.

Despite its  important  gains  in this  area,  VAW has not  been significantly

diminished globally because it  is deeply embedded in all our cultures and

the implementation of these norms is still weak. The Due Diligence Project

addresses the gaps between the need for greater legislation and the actual

implementation of these norms, bringing together lessons learned by CSOs

worldwide, and particularly women's groups, that have been addressing VAW over the few decades.

The Due Diligence Project has also released several Regional Reports, looking at the application of

the  framework  by  States  in the  different  world  regions.  Read  more  about  the  Due  Diligence

Framework [26], and check out the different Regional Reports [26].
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